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Life Group Study Notes 

Great Faith: Against All Odds 
Ps. Steve Murrell – February 17, 2019 

 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 

Choose a question below to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers. 

• What does it mean to have the odds against you? 

• How do people overcome adversity to accomplish the impossible?  

• Do you have any favorite movies or stories of people persisting despite great odds? 

 

Word (10-15 minutes) 

Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org 

Judges 7:1-8 (NIV) Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at 

the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of 

Moreh. The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their 

hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’  Now announce to 

the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-

two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 

But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I 

will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This 

one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 

So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap 

the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred 

of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to 

drink. 
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The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the 

Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites 

home but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. 

The Israelites were in a repetitive cycle of Apostasy  Judgment  Deliverance for 400 years. 

They repented of their idolatry and immortality only to fall into them once again. Through 

Gideon’s reluctant faith and fearful obedience, God delivered the Israelites from the Midianites.  

Ps. Steve Murrell explained that, “Part of the human fallen condition is that we think we can fix 

our lives. The message of this story is, ‘No, we can’t.’” If things are being stripped from our lives, 

perhaps it’s because God wants us to rely fully, and only, on him. God does not need our help 

to accomplish his will. He desires our involvement because he desires relationship with us. 

What is more important than getting our way or “winning” in life is getting to know God: walking 

with him and being close to him.   

Initially, Gideon had 32,000 Israelites ready to face the 135,000 Midianites. God reduced 

Gideon’s army to 300, putting them at the impossible odds of 450 to 1. Once victorious, they 

could not boast about saving themselves. They could only conclude that salvation was from 

God alone. The odds were designed to get them to God.  

 

Discussion (10-15 minutes) 

Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• Have you ever been a reluctant believer like Gideon? Did God deliver you in spite of that?  

• Has God removed things from your life? Did you draw closer to him as a result? 

• Are you facing something that seems impossible, even for God? Could these odds be a 
means of getting you to God? 
 

Prayer (10-15 minutes) 

Pray for any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Ask God to forgive you for the times you have tried to save yourself or “win” at life through 
your own strength.  

• Ask God to reveal the things that are preventing you from trusting in him alone. What can 
you surrender in order to draw closer to him? 

• Thank God for his deliverance in your life. Be specific.  


